The Things I LIKE

Student no 1: I like the washing machine things…. I think they are a really good idea…It’s a bit of a leap of faith  (washing machine magnetic balls)…I think its quite good …but I would want to see it first. And I really like those fork and spoons - hooks and ear rings because I like to see things being re-used. I think they are nice..

Lecturer: …. Simple…very simple… 

Student No 1: Yeah…You can sell them on. You said earlier you can sell almost anything from a business point of view…You can sell rubbish on…

Lecturer: …(Looking at spoons and forks) 7-8 pound per hook…

Student No 2:  This is from rubber tyres – and this is (ruler) from plastic cups but all these kind of things …. any rubber …its just shows what can be re-cycled and plastic cups are always being used and rubber tyres. I worked in a retails store they sold and when I think that they just chucked away tryes/stuff into the skips at the back and there they are in pencil cases…
Lecturer: You like these 3 Idi? (turning to 3rd student) 

Student 3: Yes I like the winding torch and the charger. I think they are very useful for the house – car – emergency. Its just that you need light – you need electricity and you need your phone. I like this as well. I’m going to be greedy. It’s a girlie thing. 

Lecturer: Tell me what it is? 

Student No 3: A nail file. 

Lecturer: Made from fish scale… made from the world’s largest fresh water fish the Piro Piro. And Body Shop used to sell them . They were littering the banks of the Amazon. They were decaying. In the mid 80s they sold them in baskets. I never did follow that line where they got them from but they have stopped selling them. 
Lecturer: …(Picking up sample of carpet made of corn..) Carpet made from corn – and a fleece made from plastic bottles….

Student No 4: You wouldn’t (looking at materials..) if you got a like fashion and you saw a fleece jacket and you wouldn’t think oh that’s made of plastic bottles…that they’ve recycled it. You wouldn’t think that it was a nice fleece jacket. But behind its… And its made of more environmentally friendly… instead of wasting materials. And the carpet…  this doesn’t look like …you  would think that corn could be used to make a carpet…  
Student: It would have to be the paper made out of elephant dung. Just looking at it…I smelt it…that’s the first thing I did. I can see it being sold in John Lewis like professional paper for wrapping. And to think that it has come from waste is unbelievable… And the fact that it comes from waste. It looks like and feels really good. You think this is something I would like to have… 

Lecturer: Elephant dung… (before you go with the other one…) its interesting (you say) it doesn’t smell. It’s fascinating because you looked at it and said ‘it can’t be made of elephant dung?’ but we were talking about (was it you Anthony) about mellow yellow.  And the idea of using it as fertilser. But it seems that there are some barriers – that it’s not to smell. We need to have a nice look. So Mellow Yellow is the marketing term in the future. So we need to have bottles of Mellow Yellow to feed out plants. 
Lecturer: What we are seeing is some natural materials being made into  interesting products – but we are also seeing unnatural materials – plastic – being moved around the system into multiple products. Over there we’ve got pencils made from DVDs – pencils from squashed newspapers – pencils made from plastic sups. So already we’ve seen a pencil - one product made from many waste streams. So its fascinating dynamics of products from natural - unnatural and moving around the system. 
